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ANDREAS VESALIUS
The portrait of Andr6as Vesalius which Dr. Harvey Cushing bequeathed to the Historical Library
at Yale. Closely similar is the Vesalius portrait at the Louvre wh-ich is attributed to Jan van Calcar,
as is the Cushing portrait. It has not been ascertained wlich is the originial. Obtained (froin
Ryman's, Oxford) in January, 1920.CELEBRATION OF THE
FOUR HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE
DE HUMANI CORPORIS FABRICA4
OF ANDREAS VESALIUS
The Historical Library,
Yale University School of Medicine,
30 October, 1943*
Program
Presiding: William W. Francis, Librarian of the Osler
Library, McGill University
Introduction
John F. Fulton, Professor ofPhysiology, Yale University
School of Medicine
The Place of Vesalius in the Culture of the Renaissance
Ernst A. Cassirer, Visiting Professor of Philosophy, Yale
University
Vesalius at the University of Paris
Edward C. Streeter, Curator of Museum Collections, His-
torical Library, Yale University School of Aledicine
Oporinus and the Publication of the Fabrica
Carl P. Rollins, Printer to Yale University
The Attack of Puteus on Vesalius and the Defence by Cuneus
Arturo Castiglioni, Research Associate in the History of
Medicine, Yale University School of Medicine
Benediction
The Reverend George Stewart
* A selection of books and memorabilia from Dr. Harvey Cushing's rich collec-
tion of Vesaliana was on display in the Rotunda of the Medical Library.
Seated in academical costume on the platform were: Dr. William W. Francis,
Prof. Ernst A. Cassirer, Prof. A. Castiglioni, Mr. Carl-P. Rollins, Dr. Edward C.
Streeter, Dr. C. N. H. Long, Mr. Carl A. Lohmann, Dr. George Stewart, Dr. John
F. Fulton, Capt. Louis H. Roddis, (MC) U.S.N., and Lt. Col. Carlos G. de
Gutierrez-Mahoney, A.A.F., M.C.INTRODUCTION
JOHN F. FULTON
N TAKING TIME off to-day to commemorate
- i1 1 one of the greatest mile-stones in our medical
annals, we do so, not only in recognition of the
achievements of Andreas Vesalius as anatomist
and military surgeon but also in recognition of
the fact that as a University in a free country we
are still at liberty to maintain our academic tra-
ditions and observances. In these times it is
therefore both fitting and a privilege to be able to welcome two dis-
tinguished members of our Armed Forces: Colonel Carlos Guillermo
de Gutigerrez-Mahoney, one of Dr. Cushing's youngest pupils, now
ranking neurosurgeon of the Army Air Forces; and Captain Louis
H. Roddis, the friendly biographer of William Withering and the
official medical historian of our Navy.
It is likewise a source ofgratification that to-day on our program
we are able to secure the distinguished philosopher of Germany,
Professor Cassirer, as well as Professor Castiglioni of Italy who
occupied a similar position in that country as its foremost medical
historian. We are fighting to make possible occasions such as this,
as well as to foster among our students careers of men, like Andreas
Vesalius, who in the face of bigotry and prejudice have had the
courage freely to speak their minds.
We turn now to the more immediate program of our meeting.
When writing home from Baltimore in 1898, while acting as a resi-
dent in surgery, Harvey Cushing mentioned that he had just met
Dr. Osler, the dynamicProfessor of Medicine. Sometime thereafter
there was a Vesalius meeting at the Hopkins Medical History Club.*
This was all that Dr. Cushingrequired. He had discovered his man,
for in Vesalius he found irresistible fascination-an artist with an
incredible capacity for work; Vesalius also had youth, zeal, and a
stormy temperament not unlike his own. During the next forty
years Cushing pursued his trail, collecting everything conceivable
relating to the man and his work. Before us lies one of his earliest
* Futcher, T.: Association between famous artists and anatomists. Read October
17, 1905. Bull. Johns Hopkins Hosp., 1906, 17, 38-39.VESALIUS CELEBRATION
acquisitions, a superb copy of the 1543 Fabrica which had been given
him by Osler in 1903; and bridging the span of these 400 years, you
can also see the proof sheets of Dr. Cushing's final piece ofwriting-
A Bio-bibliography of Vesalius which will bear the date 1943. Dur-
ing the early years of Dr. Cushing's collecting William Osler was
constantly in the background, sending notes, cuttings from book-
sellers' catalogues, and, often as not, Osler bought for H. C. an
expensive item when he was aware that the exchequer of the young
surgeon would have precluded acquisition.
In a very real sense, therefore, Yale owes its great Vesalian col-
lection to the influence which William Osler exerted upon Cushing
and upon others whom he had inspired, and we therefore feel par-
ticularly fortunate that Sir William's nephew, Dr. William Wil-
loughby Francis, the distinguished librarian of the Osler Library at
McGill University, can be here to preside at our ceremony.
DR. FRANCIS: It is the 400th birthyear of the
beautiful book which graces the lectern in front of me, the
most artistic book and one of the most illuminating in the
history of medicine. As Osler remarked, 1543 is a starred
year in the history of science. In it appeared the two great
works which inaugurated modern science, Copernicus'
Revolutions of the heavenly bodies, which gave us a
rational and abiding explanation of the workings of the
macrocosm, the great universe, and Vesalius' Fabrica,
which for the first time fully, and for the first time
accurately, portrayed not only the structure but to some
extent also the workings of the body of man, that mys-
terious spiritual animal which the Middle Ages called the
microcosm orlittle universe.
We are here to do honor to Vesalius, who being dead
these many years yet speaketh, but there are other spirits
who, in memory, arebrought close today. Those who have
known and loved Harvey Cushing cannot help feeling that
herein this beautiful room which nobly enshrines his books
and his memory we have come together to pay our affec-
tionate respects to him no less than to honor his favorite
hero.
In a special sense Harvey Cushing still lives in his
pupils, and in one ofthem in particular. He, not I, should
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be presiding here today, for to the piety-in the old
Roman sense-and to the well-known driving force of
John Fulton we owe this celebration, and also the immi-
nent completion of Harvey Cushing's great work on Vesa-
lius and the catalogue of his magnificent historical collec-
tion. A terrific field of force surrounds that fellow
Fulton, locally and aptly known as the Dynamo, and it
extends for hundreds of miles in the direction, at least, of
Montreal. He is responsible for my name being honored
on this program-and in all its WVill-ful fullness, including
the second element which for more than sixty sensitive
years I've been trying to suppress.
Having the luck to be librarian of Osler's collection, I
cannot refrain from remarking that this is the tercentenary
year of his favorite book, his "life-long mentor," at least
of the authorized edition, 1643, on whose title-page Sir
Thomas Browne put, "A true and full coppy of that which
was most imperfectly and Surreptitiously printed before
under the name ofReligio Medici." In contrast, theyear
1743 was pretty barren. About the only thing I could
find worth mentioning was that somebody writing on what
was then called the epidemic catarrh rechristened it
influxus, whence our Spanish influenza or English 'flu.
The 18th century was dull anyway, so I pass on gladly
to 1843. A recent essay of Dr. Henry Viets reminds us
that 100 years ago Oliver Wendell Holmes contributed
his red-hot life-saving tirade, "The Contagiousness of
Puerperal Fever," one of the great glories of American
medicine.
Prof. Ernst Cassirer, whose coming to Yale some two
years ago was a bit of singular good fortune even for this
well-favored University, was formerly Professor of
Philosophy at Hamburg and at Stockholm, and had previ-
ously taught at Oxford. World-famous in his subject in
general he is in particular the authority on Kant. This is
an achievement which inspires awe and reverence, espe-
cially in any one inclined (like me) to spell the name of
the critic of pure reason with an initial C and apostrophe t!
I have the honor to call upon Prof. Cassirer.
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